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native that this mode of procuring rain in times of drought
was often practised in the neighbourhood.1
Again, animals of various species are often employed in
charms to make or stop rain.2 Often it is prescribed that
animals employed for this purpose must be black, doubtless
with reference to the blackness of rainclouds. Thus among
the Bagesu, a cannibal tribe inhabiting the slopes of the lofty
Mount Elgon, in cases of prolonged drought " the rain-maker
may consent to take the extreme measure of climbing the
mountain and paying a visit to the deity on the top, a step
which he asserts is fraught with danger and may cost him his
life. A black ox is brought, and a quantity of beer, which
are taken up the mountain by several village elders who
accompany the rain-maker to a plateau near the mountain
top. Here the ox is killed and eaten by the company, with
the exception of one leg, at a sacred meal at which the blood
is offered to the god. The leg is carried up the mountain to
a priest who lives near a large pool in which is said to be a
large snake which is the god. This pool is the spring which
supplies many waterfalls upon the mountain. The priest
takes the meat and hears the request of the rain-maker. The
priest and rain-maker now make a trough of clay near the
pool and pour the beer into it. The priest then stands near
the trough and puts a long beer-tube into the spring in order
to suck a little water through it. The snake resents this, for
it guards the spring against any person drawing water from
the pool. It is said to capture any man who rashly attempts
to do so. When, therefore, the priest attempts to draw water,
the snake darts forth and winds its deadly coils around him,
but the odour of the beer saves him, for the reptile smells it,
hastily uncoils itself, drinks the beer and is soon helplessly
drunk. As soon as the men see it is helpless they break its
fangs and proceed rapidly to fill a number of water-pots
from the sacred spring, arranging them round the pool.
The water thus drawn and set on the top of the mountain will
without fail bring rain which will continue to fall daily until
the priest takes steps to stop it by emptying the pots again.
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